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“...AND SHE SHALL BE CALLED WOMAN”” 
 
Welcome/Introduction 
 
Music Selection  #1 
 
Prayer for America 
 
“O Thou kind Lord! This gathering is turning to Thee. These hearts are radiant w
These minds and spirits are exhilarated by the message of Thy glad-tidings. O Go
American democracy become glorious in spiritual degrees even as it has aspired t
degrees, and render this just government victorious. Confirm this revered nation t
standard of the oneness of humanity, to promulgate the Most Great Peace, to beco
most glorious and praiseworthy among all the nations of the world. O God! This 
nation is worthy of Thy favors and is deserving of Thy mercy. Make it precious a
through Thy bounty and bestowal.”    - Abdu'l-Baha 
 
And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make h
for him.                                                                                                      (Genesis 
 
All should know, and in this regard attain the splendours of the sun of certitude, a
thereby: Women and men have been and will always be equal in the sight of God
Place of the Light of God sheddeth its radiance upon all with the same effulgence
created women for men, and men for women.  The most beloved of people before
most steadfast and those who have surpassed others in their love for God, exalted
 
...The servants of God and His handmaidens are regarded on the same plane. Bles
servant who hath attained unto that which God hath decreed, and likewise the lea
accordance with the breezes of His will....                                                                   

Baha’u’llah: quoted in Women (a compilation of the
 
The world of humanity consists of two parts: male and female. Each is the compl
other. Therefore, if one is defective, the other will necessarily be incomplete, and
cannot be attained. There is a right hand and a left hand in the human body, funct
service and administration.... If we say one hand is deficient, we prove the inabili
incapacity of the other; for single-handed there is no full accomplishment.  Just a
accomplishment is complete with two hands, so man and woman, the two parts o
body, must be perfect.... 
 
The truth is that all mankind are the creatures and servants of one God, and in His
human.  Man is a generic term applying to all humanity.  The biblical statement, “
man in our image, after our likeness” does not mean that woman was not created.
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likeness of God apply to her as well.  In Persian and Arabic, there are two distinct words 
translated into English as man: one meaning man and woman collectively, the other 
distinguishing man as male from woman the female.  The first word and its pronoun are generic, 
collective; the other is restricted to the male.  This is the same in Hebrew.  To accept and observe 
a distinction which God has not intended in creation is ignorance and superstition.... 
 
Music Selection #2 
 
The status of women in former times was exceedingly deplorable, for it was the belief of the 
Orient that it was best for woman to be ignorant.  It was considered preferable that she should not 
know reading or writing in order that she might not be informed of events in the world.  Woman 
was considered to be created for rearing children and attending to the duties of the household.  If 
she pursued educational courses, it was deemed contrary to chastity; hence women were made 
prisoners of the household.  The houses did not even have windows opening upon the outside 
world....Baha’u’llah ...made women respected by commanding that all women be educated, that 
there be no difference in the education of the two sexes, and that man and woman share the same 
rights.... 
 
...He has declared that in the estimation of God, there is no distinction of sex.  The one whose 
heart is most pure, whose deeds and service in the Cause of God are greater and nobler, is most 
acceptable before the divine threshold---whether male or female....Why should man, who is 
endowed with the sense of justice and sensibilities of conscience, be willing that one of the 
members of the human family should be...considered as subordinate?....There must be no 
difference in the education of male and female in order that womankind may develop equal 
capacity and importance with man in the social and economic equation.  Then the world will 
attain unity and harmony.... 
 
Furthermore, the education of woman is more necessary and important than that of man, for 
woman is the trainer of the child from its infancy.  If she be defective and imperfect herself, the 
child will necessarily be deficient; therefore, imperfection of woman implies a condition of 
imperfection in all mankind, for it is the mother who rears, nurtures and guides the growth of the 
child.  This is not the function of the father....The mothers are the first educators of mankind; if 
they be imperfect, alas for the condition and future of the race....  
 
                                        Abdu’l-Baha: Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 134, 76, 166, 108, 133-134 
  
         
Equality between man and women does not, indeed physiologically it cannot, mean identity of 
functions.  In some things women excel men, for others men are better fitted than women, while 
in very many things the difference of sex is of no effect at all.  The differences of function are 
most apparent in family life.... 
                                                                                   
The great importance attached to the mother’s role derives from the fact that she is the first 
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educator of the child.  Her attitude, her prayers, even what she eats and her physical condition 
have a great influence on the child when it is still in the womb.  When the child is born, it is she 
who has been endowed by God with the milk which is the first food designed for it, and it is 
intended that, if possible, she should be with the baby to train and nurture it in its earliest days and 
months.  This does not mean that the father does not also love, pray for, and care for his baby; but 
as he has the primary responsibility of providing for the family, his time to be with his child is 
usually limited, while the mother is usually closely associated with the baby during this intensely 
formative time when it is growing and developing faster than it ever will again during the whole 
of its life.  As the child grows older and more independent, the relative nature of its relationship 
with its mother and father modifies and the father can play a greater role. 
 
...This by no means implies that these functions are inflexibly fixed and cannot be changed and 
adjusted to suit particular family situations, nor does it mean that the place of the woman is 
confined to the home....Abdu’l-Baha encouraged women to “participate fully and equally in the 
affairs of the world.” 
 
          Universal House of Justice: quoted in Women, from letters dated July 1975 and August 
1984 
 
Music Selection #3                                                                                                                           
The most momentous question of this day is international peace and arbitration, and universal 
peace is impossible without universal suffrage.  Children are educated by the women.  The 
mother bears the troubles and anxieties of rearing the child, undergoes the ordeal of its birth and 
training. Therefore, it is most difficult for mothers to send to the battlefield those upon whom 
they have lavished such love and care.  Consider a son reared and trained twenty years by a 
devoted mother 
 
 ....Having brought him through dangers and difficulties to the age of maturity, how agonizing 
then to sacrifice him upon the battlefield!  Therefore, the mothers will not sanction war nor be 
satisfied with it.  So it will come to pass that when women participate fully and equally in the 
affairs of the world, when they enter confidently and capably the great arena of laws and politics, 
war will cease;  for woman will be the obstacle and hindrance to it.  
          
                                                       Abdu’l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 134-135 
 
The world in the past has been ruled by force, and man has dominated over woman by reason of 
his more forceful and aggressive qualities both of body and mind.  But the balance is already  
shifting; force is losing its dominance; and mental alertness, intuition, and the spiritual qualities 
of love and service, in which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy.  Hence the new age will 
be an age less masculine and more permeated with the feminine ideals, or, to speak more exactly, 
will be an age in which the masculine and feminine elements of civilization will be more evenly 
balanced.          
                                                             Abdu’l-Baha: quoted in Star of the West, viii, No. 3, p. 4 
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His Holiness Bahá'u'lláh has greatly strengthened the cause of women, and the rights and 
privileges of women is one of the greatest principles of `Abdu'l-Bahá.  Rest ye assured!  Ere long 
the days shall come when the men addressing the women, shall say: `Blessed are ye!  Blessed are 
ye!  Verily ye are worthy of every gift.  Verily ye deserve to adorn your heads with the crown of 
everlasting glory, because in sciences and arts, in virtues and perfections ye shall become equal 
to man, and as regards tenderness of heart and the abundance of mercy and sympathy ye are 
superior'. 
                                                                                                                `Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks (1911), pp. 183-
184 
 
...And let it be known once more that until woman and man recognize and realize equality, social 
and political progress here or anywhere will not be possible....Until these two members are equal 
in strength, the oneness of humanity cannot be established, and the happiness and felicity of 
mankind will not be a reality.  God willing, this is to be so.  
              
                                                           Abdu’l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 76-77 
 
Prayer  for New York 
 
“I eagerly anticipate the day when New York will become a blessed spot from which the call to 
steadfastness in the Covenant of God will go forth to every part of the world, thus making that 
city outstanding from every point of view. Bless Thou, O King of Kings, the city of New York!  
Cause the friends there to be kind to one another.  Purify their souls and make their hearts to be 
free and detached.  Illumine the world of their consciousness.  Exhilarate their spirits and bestow 
celestial power and confirmation upon them. Establish there a heavenly realm, so that the City of 
Bahá may prosper and New York be favoured with blessings from the Abhá Kingdom, that this 
region may become like the all-highest Paradise, may develop into a vineyard of God and be 
transformed into a heavenly orchard and a spiritual rose garden.”   -`Abdu'l-Bahá 

 
Music Selection #4 
 
Prayer Requests 
 
Announcements: 
 
Fellowship 
 


