“Behold, All Things Are Become New”

Welcome/l ntroduction

Music Selection #1

The planet that prays together stays together
Prayer for America
“O Thou kind Lord! This gathering isturning to Thee. These hearts are radiant with Thy love.
These minds and spirits are exhilarated by the message of Thy glad-tidings. O God! Let this
American democracy become gloriousin spiritual degrees even asit has aspired to materia
degrees, and render this just government victorious. Confirm this revered nation to upraise the
standard of the oneness of humanity, to promulgate the Most Great Peace, to become thereby
most glorious and praiseworthy among all the nations of the world. O God! This American
nation is worthy of Thy favors and is deserving of Thy mercy. Make it precious and near to Thee
through Thy bounty and bestowal.” - Abdu'l-Baha

From the Bhagavad-Gita:

The Supreme Lord said:...At the end of the millennium every material manifestation enters into
My nature, and at the beginning of another millennium, by My potency | again create. The whole
cosmic order isunder Me. By My will it is manifested again and again, and by My will itis
annihilated at the end....I am the creation and the annihilation, the basis of every thing, the resting
place and the eternal seed.... Of letters, | am the letter A,...and of seasons, | am flower-bearing
spring.

Hinduism: Quoted in Accents of God, pp. 20, 21, 27

From the Holy Bible:

Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation. Wherefore dost thou
forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time? Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be
turned; renew our days as of old.

And | will give them one heart, and | will put anew spirit within you; and | will take the stony

heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in My statutes,

and keep Mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be My people, and | will be their God.
Judaism: The Old Testament: Lamentations 5:19-21; Ezekiel 11:19

And | saw anew heaven and anew earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away....And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.... The former things are passed
away. And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new.
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Behold, All Things Are Become New

The New Testament: Revelation of St. John 21:1-5
Music Selection #2

From the Qur’an:

...From heaven We have sent down the blessed rain whereby We make the gardens grow, and
grain of harvest and tall palm trees laden with clustered dates, in provision for men, thereby
bringing again to life aland that was dead. Thus will be the Resurrection. He is the One Who
sends to His Servant Manifest Signs, that He may lead you from the depths of Darknessinto the
Light, and verily God is to you most kind and Merciful.

Islam: Surahs 50:9-11; 57:9

From the Baha'i Writings:

..The dawn hath indeed broken; then proclaim unto the concourse of the faithful: “Is not the
rising of the Morn, foreshadowed in the Mother Book, to be near at hand? (Qur’an 11:83)...”
The Bab: Selections from the Writings of the Bab, p. 50

The Divine Springtime is come, O Most Exalted Pen, for the Festival of the All-Merciful isfast
approaching. Bestir thyself, and magnify, before the entire creation, the name of God, and
celebrate His praise, in such wise that all created things may be regenerated and made new.
Speak, and hold not thy peace. The day star of blissfulness shineth above the horizon of Our
name, the Blissful, inasmuch as the kingdom of the name of God hath been adorned with the
ornament of the name of thy Lord, the Creator of the heavens. Arise before the nations of the
earth, and arm thyself with the power of this Most Great Name, and be not of those who tarry.

....Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have, at the bidding of the omnipotent
Ordainer, breathed a new life into every human frame, and instilled into every word afresh
potency. All created things proclaim the evidences of this world-wide regeneration....

...Know thou that they who are truly wise have likened the world unto the human temple. Asthe
body of man needeth a garment to clothe it, so the body of mankind must needs be adorned with
the mantle of justice and wisdom. Its robe is the Revelation vouchsafed unto it by God.
Whenever this robe hath fulfilled its purpose, the Almighty will assuredly renew it. For every age
requireth a fresh measure of the light of God. Every Divine Revelation hath been sent downin a
manner that befitted the circumstances of the age in which it hath appeared.

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahau'llah, pp. 26-27, 92-93, 81

O friends! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls through the gracious favours which in
this Divine, this soul-stirring Springtime are being showered upon you. The Day-Star of His great
glory hath shed its radiance upon you, and the clouds of His limitless grace have overshadowed
you. How high the reward of him that hath not deprived himself of so great a bounty, nor failed
to recognize the beauty of his Best-Beloved in this, His new attire.
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Man islike unto atree. If he be adorned with fruit, he hath been and will ever be worthy of praise
and commendation. Otherwise afruitlesstreeis but fit for fire. The fruits of the human tree are
exquisite, highly desired and dearly cherished. Among them are upright character, virtuous deeds
and a goodly utterance. The springtime for earthly trees occurreth once every year, while the one
for human trees appeareth in the Days of God --exalted be His glory. Were the trees of men's
lives to be adorned in this divine Springtime with the fruits that have been mentioned, the
effulgence of the light of Justice would, of a certainty, illumine al the dwellers of the earth and
everyone would abide in tranquillity and contentment beneath the sheltering shadow of Him Who
isthe Object of all mankind. The Water for these trees is the living water of the sacred Words
uttered by the Beloved of the world. In one instant are such trees planted and in the next their
branches shall, through the outpourings of the showers of divine mercy, have reached the skies.
A dried-up tree, however, hath never been nor will be worthy of any mention.

Tablets of Bahau'llah, pp. 86-87, 257

Music Selection #3

The divine Prophets are as the coming of spring, each renewing and quickening the teachings of
the Prophet Who came before Him. Just as all seasons of spring are essentially one as to newness
of life, vernal showers and beauty, so the essence of the mission and accomplishment of all the
Prophetsis one and the same. Now the people of religion have lost sight of the essential reality of
the spiritual springtime....

"Abdu'l-Bah& The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 127

The blessed Lote-Tree standeth, in this day, before thy face, laden with heavenly, with new and
wondrous fruits. Gaze on it, detached from all else save it. Thus hath the Tongue of might and
power spoken at this Spot which God hath adorned with the footsteps of His Most Great Name
and Mighty Announcement.

Bahau'llah: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 152

...If religions did not change and alter, there would be no need of renewal. In the beginning the
treewasin all its beauty, and full of blossoms and fruits, but at last it became old and entirely
fruitless, and it withered and decayed. Thisiswhy the True Gardener plants again an
incomparable young tree of the same kind and species, which grows and develops day by day,
and spreads a wide shadow in the divine garden, and yields admirable fruit. So it iswith
religions; through the passing of time they change from their original foundation, the truth of the
Religion of God entirely departs, and the spirit of it does not stay; heresies appear, and it
becomes a body without asoul. That iswhy it is renewed.

The meaning is that the Buddhists and Confucianists now worship images and statues. They are
entirely heedless of the Oneness of God and believe in imaginary gods like the ancient Greeks.
But in the beginning it was not so; there were different principles and other ordinances. Again,
consider how much the principles of the religion of Christ have been forgotten, and how many
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heresies have appeared. For example, Christ forbade revenge and transgression; furthermore, He
commanded benevolence and mercy in return for injury and evil. Now reflect: among the
Christian nations themselves how many sanguinary wars have taken place, and how much
oppression, cruelty, rapacity and bloodthirstiness have occurred!...

"Abdu'l-Bah& Some Answered Questions, p. 166
...If any man be in Christ, heisanew creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.

The New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:17

...When Christ appeared in thisworld, it was like the vernal bounty; the outpouring descended,;
the effulgences of the Merciful encircled all things; the human world found new life. Even the
physical world partook of it...Then by degrees these fragrances of heaven were discontinued; the
season of winter came upon the world; the beauties of spring vanished....[Now] Bah&u'llah has
come into thisworld. He has renewed that springtime. The same fragrances are wafting; the same
heat of the Sun is giving life; the same cloud is pouring its rain, and with our own eyes we see
that the world of existence is advancing and progressing. The human world has found new life.
"Abdu'l-Bah& The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 10

...Brother shall rise against brother. Oceans of blood shall flow. And the people shall ceaseto
understand one another.... Just then shall the Teachers appear and in all the corners of the world
shall be heard the true teaching.... As adiamond, glows the light on the tower of the Lord of
Shabala [the Prophet of the New Age]. One stone on His finger is worth more than all the
world’ streasures.... Already many warriors of the teaching of truth are reborn. Only afew years
shall elapse before everyone shall hear the mighty steps of the Lord of the New Era....

Himalayan Buddhist prophesy, quoted in Warriors of the Rainbow, p. 40

Prayer for New York

“1 eagerly anticipate the day when New Y ork will become a blessed spot from which the call to
steadfastness in the Covenant of God will go forth to every part of the world, thus making that
city outstanding from every point of view. Bless Thou, O King of Kings, the city of New Y ork!
Cause the friends there to be kind to one another. Purify their souls and make their hearts to be
free and detached. Illumine the world of their consciousness. Exhilarate their spirits and bestow
celestial power and confirmation upon them. Establish there a heavenly realm, so that the City of
Baha may prosper and New Y ork be favoured with blessings from the Abha Kingdom, that this
region may become like the all-highest Paradise, may develop into a vineyard of God and be
transformed into a heavenly orchard and a spiritual rose garden.” - Abdu’l-Baha
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Music Selection #4

Prayer Requests
Announcements
Fellowship
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